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The Provincial Grand Master and M.E. Grand Superintendent
RW.Bro. Ian Michael Chandler
Dear Brethren and Companions
By the time this edition lands on your
doormat, it will only be three months to the
end of the season. On the one hand I do not
want to wish away another Provincial year,
but on the other, I am looking forward to
some warmer, calmer and certainly dryer
weather!
This year we celebrate 75 years since VE
day. I am delighted that we are holding our
own celebration at Croydon Masonic Hall
on Saturday 9th May from 6.30 p.m. There
will be lots of wartime music and songs, as
well as many visual and personal memories
of the war years. Tickets are only £22, which
includes a buffet. Details of how to get your
tickets is printed on page 11. I look forward
to seeing you there.
The next event is the BIG HANDSHAKE
at Guildford Rugby Club on Saturday 6th
June. Together with the club and Surrey
Scouts we are attempting to break the world
record for the longest handshake relay. Full
details are in the edition, please give this
your support and join in the fun.
I am delighted with the response to our
Community Engagement Strategy. There is
no doubt that this is changing public
perception while giving us all real sense of
pride in what we are able to do and support.

The Surrey Freemason
is looking for an

Editor.

The present editor
will be retiring
after issue 50.
If you think you have
the necessary skills
to take over as editor
of the magazine,
please write to:
Bill Caughie AProvGM
70 Oakfield Rd,
Croydon CR0 2UX

Please give careful
thought to what your
Lodge can do to support local initiatives,
which have real
impact upon peoples
lives.
The three R’s are
starting to impact
upon our membership
numbers. Recruitment is going well, Retention
is much improved and the Recovery of
members is starting to bear fruit. Don’t forget
that Pathway is an excellent guide, which will
help your Lodge secure its future. If nothing
else, please embrace the concept of ‘dine a
friend’ and introduce Freemasonry to your
friends.
By the time you read this edition, the
announcements of Grand and Provincial Ranks
will have been announced. My congratulations to all recipients and I look forward to
seeing you all at our annual meetings.
Thank you for everything you are doing to
promote Freemasonry in the Community.
Ian Chandler, ProvGM / MEGS

PLEASE SEE SURREY RISINGS
FOR IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Editor’s Column – W.Bro Peter Cartwright
ANY SCIENTISTS from countries
iaround the world have put forward
a ‘doomsday’ scenario, saying that if
action is not taken now to eradicate the
greenhouse gas effect, our planet will go
through a seismic change to the detriment
of plant, animal and human life. Opposing these views there
are other scientists and even heads of state, saying that global
warming and cooling is nothing unusual in the history of our
planet.

M

LET’S GET
BUSY . . .

If Sir David Attenborough is correct in
his assumption that global warming is
affecting all life, then we must do all we
can to protect, not just our own lives, but
of every living thing on this Earth of ours.

THE HUMBLE BUMBLEBEE
The humble bee is an important part of the food
chain of life. A little time ago one might have swatted
the bumblebee with a rolled-up newspaper if it found
its way into your kitchen thinking that it might sting
you. Well, bumblebees do sting, but we must now
start to think in a different way – instead of killing
the bee, we now have to do what we can to protect it.
It’s simple just to get a glass tumbler and trap the bee by sliding
over a card, and then releasing it in the garden.
So what is so special about the bee? Bees are some of the
hardest working creatures on the planet, and because of their
laborious work ethic, we owe many thanks to this amazing yet
often under appreciated insect. Our lives – and the world as a
whole – would be much different if bees didn’t exist. To
illustrate this fact, consider these numbers: bees are responsible for pollinating about one-sixth of the flowering plant
species worldwide and hundreds of
different agricultural types of plant.
Honeybees and the other insect
pollinators do an invaluable service.
Without pollination other plants would
not survive and plant life would cease to
exist.
Many of you will remember the TV
and showbiz entertainer, Freemason
Arthur Askey and his little song, “Oh! What a wonderful thing
to be, a nice obedient busy busy bee”. Well the bee is also a
symbol of industry in Masonry, so let’s get busy busy protecting
our planet! “I thang yow”.

CAUSED BY MAN THEORY
Sir David Attenborough, a well-liked naturalist and broadcaster, issued a horrifying warning that the use of fossil fuels
could cause our planet to overheat to the demise of us all. He
says he is not scaremongering, but that an ever-decreasing loss
of plant life is already taking place which has, and will have, a
fundamental impact on us all. He also says that there is still
time to do something about it, if we act now.
OR BY MOTHER NATURE
The late Dr. David Bellamy, also a naturalist and broadcaster,
on the other hand, said that the change in weather patterns and
climate is nothing unusual. He pointed out that the planet has
seen many changes in its 4 billion years of life.
It is well-known that once upon a time, most of today’s
Britain and northern Europe were once covered in ice and
Mammoths roamed in what is now the Thames Valley. When
the climate changed to tropical, crocodiles swam in the Thames
and hippos bathed in Trafalgar Square. The Sahara Desert,
where hardly anything now grows, was once fertile supporting
abundant plant life. These changes Dr Bellamy said, were the
result of other factors and most probably the influence of
the sun and the tilt of our planet’s axis which changes
approximately every 4 millenia from 22º to 24.5º.
YOU DECIDE
As to which argument is correct, is for you to decide. But,
whatever theory you subscribe to, the fact remains that the
planet is changing. The evidence is plain to see – extreme
weather has affected countries around the globe.
As Freemasons we wonder what we can do to prepare
ourselves, our families, and our communities to face a changing
world? It may take years before people really start to worry and
take action, but as responsible members of society, we should
take the threat seriously and implement a plan of action. There
may be many reasons why we are reluctant to affect immediate
change. Let’s face it, who wants to give up the family car using
carbon fuels. They say that eating less or no meat, will help to
reduce methane gas which is a heavy contributor to the
greenhouse effect. Are you prepared to go without your steak
or sausage and bacon breakfast? The cost to the environment
of heating our homes is also an important factor. Already
people and businesses are looking at efficient ways to reduce
the consumption of fossil fuels and to use ‘clean’ energy.
PLASTICS
Nations have woken up to the over use of plastics, and there
are now determined efforts to limit their use which are
threatening life, particularly in the seas and oceans. Thankfully,
some of our supermarkets are beginning to avoid the use of
plastic, but there is still much to do in every aspect of
packaging. Ask yourself, do we really need plastics when paper
from sustainable forests can be used? Why not go back to
having our fish and chips wrapped in newspaper instead of
using polysterene cartons, at least you could read the football
results as you were eating your chips. It’s up to us to tell the
people that we buy our food and goods from, to think about the
damage to the environment that plastics cause.

BeeMasonry –
For the community, charities and bees!
Surrey Freemasons are keen to
promote support for local charities in
ways other than making financial
donations. This
includes providing new
initiatives that can have
a variety of benefits to
the charity concerned.
Surrey Beemasonry is
one such initiative.
See
Surrey Risings
Issue 15,
Second
Rising

AND WHY NOT PLANT A TREE?
Perhaps a fruit tree, then you’ll not only benefit
from an annual crop of delicious fruit, such as
plums, cherries or apples, but you’ll also be
giving the dear old bumblebee a chance to
collect nectar every spring and pollinate other
plants it visits.
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It’s a vroooom with a view,
as Masons donate a car and tellies
to an overjoyed children’s ward
On Tuesday 24 September, 2019, W.Bro. David Candeland and
W.Bro. Gary Billington of Croydon and District Masonic Halls, and
W.Bro. David Eager (Deputy Chairman) and Mike Kindler
(Secretary) of the Surrey Masonic Sports Association were at the
Croydon University Hospital’s ‘Dolphin’ children’s ward to donate a
miniature motorised car and six new TV/DVD Players.
Hospitals can be frightening places for children, even with the
support of family and friends, they can feel isolated and
vulnerable. For children in hospital their need is more than love
and support they need to be entertained and distracted. So, the
electric car and televisions are more than just play-things they’re
a clever way of introducing entertainment and play to take kids’
minds off any nervousness.

Local lad, Teddy (pictured), age 4, was the first person to
unpack the car and give it a thorough test drive.
David Eager said: “Surrey Freemasons regularly donate much
needed funds for a whole host of different projects in Surrey.
Today really made a difference to kids’ happiness and that’s what
it’s all about. To take their mind off what’s happening.”
Heather Kindler, a staff nurse at Dolphin ward, said: “These will
make a huge difference for hundreds of our young patients.
Entering an operating theatre at the wheel of a sporty car is fun –
completely transforming what could have been a stressful
experience. And children really appreciate the distraction of the
TVs, especially during long stays. Absolutely brilliant.”
Gary Billington said: “It was great to see how our
donations will be used. I’ve lived in Croydon since I was two and
was a patient at this hospital, so I’ve been keen to give something
back. I may ask nicely and see if I can have a drive!”

Graham Best & Company

Chartered Accountants and Registered Auditor
Proud Sponsors of the Surrey Mason and Provincial Yearbook
Established 1968

Phone: 01252 378100
Fax:
01252 378400
E-mail: graham@grahambest.co.uk
189 Lynchford Road
Farnborough
Hampshire GU14 6HD
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W.BRO. DR. MICHAEL ROBINSON, PAGDC, PAGDC,
PROVINCIAL GRAND SECRETARY / PROVINCIAL GRAND SCRIBE E
Dear Brethren and Companions,
Greetings from the desk of the ProvGSec and ProvGSE, a
desk that always seems to be overflowing with items
pending my attention. One thing I have learned in the last
few months is that there are never easy answers to all the
queries that come across my desk and many have to wait for
explanation, clarification or other people’s input before they
can be cleared. That being said, I relish the many challenges
that this role has provided and all that I have learnt. Every
day provides an advancement in my Masonic knowledge.
We shall shortly be holding a Workshop for Secretaries
and Scribe Es to go over the many procedures that they
asked to follow in respect of their relationship with the
Province and UGLE/SGC. I do hope that many of you will
attend at Surbiton on 18th March. We hope that this will
provide an opportunity to answer your questions.
Communication in this role is all important and we hope
that you all read the Surrey Risings every month, as it
contains all the detail you need on Provincial Craft and
Royal Arch Events. Occasionally, I need to communicate
directly with you on really important issues and those
announcements will come direct to you or your Secretary/
Scribe E rather than wait for the next issue of the
SurreyRisings.
We are looking forward to the Royal Arch Annual
Convocation on 27th May 2020, and the Craft Annual
Meeting on 24th June 2020, both at Freemasons’ Hall, and I
hope to see many of you there, both to support your Lodge

and Chapter members receiving
honours, but also to participate in
YOUR Meetings. These events are
not put on for the benefit of the
Executives, but for YOU, and provide
an opportunity for you to enjoy our
great Province in the most
spectacular setting of the Grand
Temple. I also hope that many of you will choose to dine
afterwards with us in the Connaught Rooms. We are using a
new booking system this year which will enable you to both
book and pay for your dining in a single place, avoiding
filling in paper forms and writing cheques. If any of you have
problems with this, please contact the office and we will try
to help.
I can now announce that W.Bro. Ian Turner is stepping
down as my deputy in the Craft at the Annual meeting after
six long years’ service to the Province and the RW.ProvGM is
pleased to announce that W.Bro. Ted Knight PPGSwdB will
replace him as ProvDepGSec. Ted has worked in the office
for the last three years and I am sure Ian will help him make
the transition smoothly.
Many thanks to all my Office staff and Helpers without
whom I could never achieve half of what we do.
Very best regards to all
Mike D Robinson PAGDC/PAGDC
Provincial Grand Secretary/Provincial Grand Scribe Ezra

TREVOR RAINS, PPGSN
EVENTS CALENDAR
Royal Arch Provincial Quiz Night
31st March
Foundation Club
Pilgrim Lodge visit – 9th April
AGM – SMSA
16thPOSTPONED
April, Croydon
The Centres Walk
13th to 17th April
Grand Lodge Investiture
29th April
75th Anniversary
of VE-Day
POSTPONED

Croydon Masonic Hall – 9th May
Royal Arch Annual Convocation
27th May
The POSTPONED
Big Handshake
6th June
MCF Ball – 20th June
Craft Provincial Annual Meeting
24th June

Second Provincial Grand Principal – Designate
Trevor was born in Kent and moved
to Surrey some 46 years ago with
his wife Jan. He worked for the
Prudential in various sales, junior and
senior management roles over the
next 32 years.
Trevor was Initiated into Box Hill
Lodge in 1985 and is a member of
five Craft Lodges. He was Exalted into
Dorking Chapter in 1992 and was
MEZ in 2004. He served as Scribe E
for 5 years and joined South West
Surrey First Principals Chapter in
2006 and was MEZ 2018/19.
Trevor is currently an OV in the
OX Group and looks after 3 Chapters.
He is also a member of Mark Master
Mason and Royal Arch Mariners and
Rose Croix.
Trevor is well known in the Province as he served 7 years as a AProvGM
and looked after Welfare and Recruitment, as well as some 42 Lodges.
Living in Great Bookham puts him almost in the centre of the Province
which is ideal in getting around to the various Centres. Trevor and Jan have
two sons and 5 Grandchildren .
On retirement from work Trevor learnt to play golf (still learning) and
enjoys playing on a regular basis at Betchworth Park Golf Club. He also
enjoys watching most sports and going on holiday when he finds the time.
Freemasonry he states, has given and gained us so many friends over
the years and it still gives him a great sense of achievement and
satisfaction. Words do not fully describe the amount of enjoyment and fun
gained over the years, and long may this continue.
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EXCITING EVENTS

On 25th October the SMSA held an amateur
Boxing night at The Warren, Police Sports Ground
in Coney Hall, Kent. It was a fantastic night out,
with 11 bouts all well fought. Trophies were
presented by Dan Azeez, the current Southern Area
Light Heavyweight Champion. Apart from a large
number of Masons, there were over 150 supporters
attending who came just for the boxing. More than
£10,000 was raised for charity – this is the most
money raised by the SMSA from an individual
sporting event – a great achievement, and I
congratulate David Eager for his hard work in
making this event so successful. The proceeds of
the event have been donated to the Double Jab
Boxing Club in New Cross, enabling it to continue
its ongoing fight against knife crime and
drugs. Donations were also made to the
Alzheimer’s Society, “Surrey for Surrey Fund” and
the launch of the new Renascentur Surrey Rugby
Lodge.
On 25th November over 80 attended the
launch at the Croydon Masonic Centre of the
Renascentur Surrey Rugby Lodge No.6636. It was a
fantastic meeting and an extremely lively Festive
Board. Nearly every member of the Executive was
present as the ProvGM carried out part of the
ceremony. The Executives present were made
Honorary Members, and each received a Founder’s
Cap and lapel badge. The Lodge By-Laws state
fines will be due if any member fails to wear his
cap at the Festive Board or attends meetings
without their lapel badge in place. To assist with
the launch the SMSA donated £500 to the Lodge
funds. The Lodge will hold their Regular Lodge
meetings at different Masonic Centres around the
Province with the Installation meeting being held
at Croydon. This is a progressive Lodge which has
plans to visit other Rugby Lodges in other
Provinces and will be organising various Rugby
events. On 19th September we will be hosting a
Question of Sport Dinner with guest speakers. This
is an open family event for everyone, bring your
friends, take a tour of the Centre and enjoy a fun
evening, please see the advert below for details.
Please look out for a flyer in the Summer with the
announcement. Meanwhile, if you would like more
information about this Rugby Lodge contact:
Paul Fife-Almond, Lodge Secretary, via email:
paulfifealmond@hotmail.co.uk
W.Bro. Nick Gras PSGD, AProvGM
SMSA Chairman

THE DIAMOND CENTRE

SMSA
A QUESTION OF
SPORT DINNER

Regd. Charity No.1045970
The Diamond Centre for
Disabled Riders

AUTUMN FAIR
Sunday 27th September

19th September
Croydon Masonic Hall
Contact: David Eager e: dje@davideager.com
077780 36167
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AHEAD FOR THE SMSA

Sponsored by
the

The Diamond Centre’s

SMSA AGM

Annual Autumn Fair

is to be held on
Sunday 27th September at the
Diamond Riding Centre, Woodmanstrene Rd.,
Carshalton SM5 4DT

SMSA

The Annual General Meeting
of the Surrey Masonic Sports Association
is to be held on
Thursday, 16th April, 6.30 pm for 7 pm
at the Croydon Masonic Centre.

D
E
N
O
P be provided.
Refreshments will
T
The Sports Representatives
of Lodges are
S but anyone
requested to attend,
O
PPlease contact: is welcome.

The event attracted over 4,000 people last year with many side
shows. Last year the event raised £14,000 and the centre hopes,
with your help, to increase the revenue which will go directly to
the centre.
There will be live music all day and various displays in the main
arena carried out by children with various disabilities. There will
also be Pony and Dog shows in the top fields.
The Provincial Grand Lodge will have 3 stands at the event. Why
not come along and support the Diamond Centre?

W.Bro. David Eager e: dje@davideager.com or
t: 077780 36167
in order to provide suitable refreshments

THE DIAMOND CENTRE
A VERY SPECIAL PLACE FOR DISABLED RIDERS
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They just wouldn’t
give up!

Y

After a night of putting out fires, these NFS Firemen rest while their
colleagues erect a union flag on a lamp post showing a determination
and spirit of never giving in – a hallmark of a brave generation.

OU may have heard from your parents,
grandparents or other family members about
what happened to them during World War II.
My father told me of some of the stories of his
experiences during those times. My sister and I after
the war, we were drilled and marched up and down
our hallway at home with pretend rifles over our
shoulders to the sound of dad humming A Life on the
Ocean Wave, the regimental music of the Royal
Marines to which he was conscripted into in 1939.
To me dad was a hero, and yet he never fought in
battle. The only time he ever saw any Germans was
when a high ranking Officer of the German battleship
Prinz Augen was anchored in Wilhelmshaven,
Germany at the end of the war where their navy had
surrendered. He, and his fellow officers had run out of
cigarettes and asked my dad in perfect English who
was on guard duty to see if he could get a thousand
cigarettes from the Naffi. Dad, on return, and loaded
with Senior Service cigarettes, was escorted to the
wardroom where he saluted the Officer, and handed
over the cigarettes. In return he was given a set of
German naval cutlery, a gold watch, and a large
Kreigsmarine flag that normally flew off the stern of
the ship. The flag was for years stored in the airing
cupboard at home, until when in 1953 my mum
wanted to make a pirate’s costume for me to wear at
the Queen’s Coronation street party. She secretly cut
out a crimson red square of material from the flag for
me to wear as part of my pirate’s costume. Of course
dad was livid when he found out.
However, that was just one of the stories that
filled my imagination. Other stories of him in the
Orkneys, Cape Town, in the Libyan desert, in the

olive groves of Sicily, liberating Carlsberg Lager in
Denmark, in Germany, and finally a tour of duty in
Palestine, before being demobbed in September 1945.
Those that did their duty should never be
forgotten. Without them our island could have seen
German jackboots marching down the Mall or Hitler
standing cock-sure in Trafalgar Square while the
Swastika was draped from the National Gallery. Our
serving soldiers did their country proud even when
incar-cerated in PoW camps. Despite being forced to
flee France at Dunkirk, they came back home with the
help of the Royal Navy and host of smaller civilian
vessels to re-arm and fight in the deserts of North
Africa, in the jungle of Burma, and to drive the
Germans out of France after the D-Day landings in
1944.
British soldiers suffered horribly at the hands of
the Japanese in the Far East, but their resolve and grit
eventually threw the Japanese army out of Burma.
Most families have stories to tell, not just of those
who served in the forces, but those who were at home,
in the villages, towns and cities of Britain who
experienced hardship, regulation and shortages,
uncertainty, fear and anxiety.
Everyone endured rationing and the black-out.
The Blitz was pure hell for many in London and later
the V1 and V2 rockets brought Londoner’s morale to a
low, but people struggled on. “Open for business” was
displayed by shopkeepers whose premises had been
damaged the night before. “For the Duration” was a
phrase used by the government and businesses as it
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was a time when no-one could predict the outcome.
But it was also a time when people came together.
Class divisions were forgotten as the emphasis was on
the common good. People saw it as their duty to do
whatever they could. Women did the jobs that men
had been doing before the war in factories making
tools, armaments, machine parts, anything and
everything. Many young women joined the Women’s
Voluntary Service, Women’s Land Army or joined the
forces as Wrens, or became members of the Womens
Royal Airforce – their service proved to be invaluable
to the defence of our island.
Masonic Lodges played their part too. Funds were
set up in Lodges to buy Spitfire aircraft and other
efforts included supplying clothing and comforts to
those who had suffered during air-raids. Many
Masons donated their metal jewels towards the war
effort. Grand Lodge requested that all Lodge jewels
“during the duration” be made of non-metallic
substances. The roof of the building in Great Queen
Street was used for enemy aircraft spotting, and the
basement was used as shelter for those living nearby.
Even vegetables were grown to help in the food
supply. But the greatest achievement by Freemasons,
apart from those younger men who were in the forces,
was from men who were deemed too old or unfit, but
who had eagerly joined the Civil Defence organisations as Air-Raid Wardens, Firewatchers, became
Special Constables, or served as Firemen. Many a
brave act was carried out by these men. There were
many Lodges created during wartime, some because
of the camaraderie men had gained whilst serving in
the Civil Defence and they wanted it to be continued
in the years after the war. One such Lodge is
Elmbridge Lodge, started by Masons who served in a
Warden’s Posts in Surbiton. Another, Croydon Lodge
of Freedom was made of shopkeepers who defiantly
founded the Lodge on the principles of national pride
and freedom. And there were many others Lodges too
that were started during the war years.
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth and
Princesses Elizabeth and Margaret could have moved
to Canada out of danger, but they stayed here and
faced the bombings that Londoners were experiencing, in fact Buckingham Palace was hit twice by
bombs. The Royal family visited places in the East
End of London to comfort those who had experienced
bombings in the blitz. They visited and gave
confidence and heart to the forces of men and women
who were doing outstanding work in the hospitals,
the coal mines and in the shipyards.
It was a pretty torrid time for most, particularly
for the young. At the start of the war, the government
requested that young children be sent away from the
industrialised town and cities. Many young children
(known as evacuees) were sent away to the countryside to places where they knew nobody – strangers
who treated them in some instances as a nuisance
or put them to work. For other children it was an
adventure, running around in the countryside seeing

cows and horses for the first time in their lives.
Yet, life went on – babies were born, people fell in
love and got married, and people died of old age.
People went to the cinema, they went dancing, and
lounged in the parks on a sunny day. Most people had
a radio and would listen to the BBC where news
bulletins kept everyone up-to-date with the war
situation. But most liked to listen to the sounds of
Tommy Dorsey, Glenn Miller, or Vera Lynn.
There was a great camaraderie during the Second
World War. The Prime Minister, Winston Churchill
whose words of hope were morale-boosting to people
in times of despair. It was a time that despite
hardships, people faced the situation head on and
didn’t falter. This was a time when later generations
would call the people that lived during the war “Our
Greatest Generation” for their great resolve and
steadfastness.
A few years ago, John Hamill of United Grand
Lodge wrote in Freemasonry Today that it would be
good to record the stories of
those who experienced the
World War. I had been thinking
along those lines myself after
we acknowledged the part
Masons played in the Great
War. However, a little later
than I wanted, I managed to
gather some stories from
Masons and their families
of the parts they played in
the war. Thankfully, many
people responded and I
have managed to put
many stories into a 144 page
book called War Stories.
I do hope you will buy a copy. The proceeds of the
book will be donated to the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission.
It will be on available at many museums and
libraries across Surrey from April, or available by post
from myself, Peter Cartwright.
e: oldpal7173@aol.com t: 07399 500 796
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The book has been kindly sponsored by:
Tony Rowland, MBE of Rowland Brothers,
Paul Dowding of D&M Tools, W.Bro. Nick Gras,
W.Bro. Robbie Dobbie, and W.Bro. Mike Robinson.
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Come and celebrate
like they did 75 years ago
The Provincial Grand Lodge of Surrey are
hosting a celebration of the ending of the
Second World War which ended on May
8th, 1945, known as VE-Day.
The event on Saturday, 9th May promises
to be an evening with great wartime music
played by Tyler’s Toast, Fred Scott on the
piano, and music from the favourite bands
of the day (see opposite page).
We will be acknowledging those veterans
who attend and those who were young
boys and girls known as evacuees who
will relay some of their experiences.
There will be storyboards around the hall
telling the stories of some of those people,
and the boards will be touring the
Province at various Masonic centres and
Museums in Surrey in due course.

STOP PRESS
It has just been announced, that these
storyboards will also be shown at a special
exhibition arranged by United Grand Lodge along
with other exhibits on 18th/19th September. So if
you miss them locally, you can always go along to
Great Queen Street.
An example of the A1 size storyboards that will tour
tour Museums and Masonic centres in Surrey from
early May:

Surrey Freemasons
played their part in the Forces,
Civil Defence and Home Guard

T

HE MASONIC PROVINCE OF SURREY is proud to have amongst them Freemasons
and their wives of the generation that served in the armed forces during World War
II, or who ‘did their bit’ on important war work. The members of Masonic Lodges did
whatever they could to ease the burden of serving soldiers, sailors or airmen. Funds were
set up to buy aircraft, armaments, and provide assistance to those whose homes had been
destroyed or damaged.
Many of their members served in the forces in Europe, Africa and Asia. Some were Prisoners of War,
others suffered at the hands of the Japanese in Burma. Those at home volunteered and became members
of the Home Guard manning ack-ack guns,
officiating at air-raid shelters, acting as Wardens,
Firewatchers, helping in many Civil Defence
duties, becoming members of the Special
Constabulary, or manning the pumps as Auxiliary
Firemen during the Blitz.
During the war many Masons who were
serving in the Civil Defence or Home Guard
started new Lodges to replicate the camaraderie
they were experiencing. Many of these Lodges
survive today and their current members are still,
but in a different way, serving their local
communities.
Just as important to the defence of our
homeland were people living in the towns and
countryside, particularly women who worked in
the factories making armaments and essential
supplies or those who volunteered for the Land
Army assisting our farmers to produce food.
Young women whose invaluable service in the
RAF, some working at Bletchley Park helping to
eavesdrop on the enemy or tracking hostile
aircraft on plotter boards at RAF stations.
Many people whether in the forces, working in
the factories, or caring for their families, faced
great hardships. The war was to prove a valuable
test of their character.
Children – ‘The Forgotten Generation’ – the
evacuees, young children and others a little older,
who were sent away from London and the
industrialised cities and towns to escape the
bombings. Some of their tales are quite
harrowing – of nights without their parents in
strange unfamiliar places. They too showed
courage and determination.
We cannot cover all their stories on these
storyboards, but we are at least acknowledging the
part they all played in giving our nation victory
over our enemies.

These storyboards
highlight some
of those people – of
heroism, of suffering, and
finally of joy.
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THE VICTORIA CROSS
An enjoyable and an informative talk on the subject of
the Victoria Cross was given by Mark Smith (expert on
Medals on BBC TV's Antiques Roadshow) at
the Croydon Masonic Halls in October last
year. The meeting was opened by W.Bro.
Nick Gras (AProvGM) who welcomed the
sizeable attendance and
introduced Mark Smith.
Mark incidentally was
a former Surrey
Freemason. The talk
about the Victoria Cross
– its origins and some of the
heroic deeds of holders of the VC.
The audience then retired to the
main dining hall for a delicious
roast buffet. Later W.Bro. Nick
Gras and W.Bro. Robin IIott spoke
about the benefits of becoming a
Freemason to an interested audience.

Mark Smith will be returning to the
Croydon Masonic Hall at 1pm
on Sunday 25th October
to give the Second Part of the talk on the VC
including heroic actions by some of the holders.
The event includes a Carvery Lunch at £20pp,
£5 for under 13s.
Book your tickets now with:
Robin Ilott at robin@ilott.me.uk
BACS: 09-01-29 A/C: 44471563

SURREY FREEMASONS
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CROYDON MASONIC HALL

73 Oakfield Road, Croydon CR0 2UX

SATURDAY 9th MAY, 2020 from 6.30pm
• MUSIC of the war years with
TYLER’S TOAST
• Guest PIANIST playing war-time
favourites for you to SING-A-LONG
• HEAR THE STORIES OF VETERANS AND
EVACUEES
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• Dancing
• Period
clothing
welcomed
Those that
have booked
and paid
for tickets (Prizes for Best).
The event will be •arranged
for another
Please would allow
us toPrizes
hold your
booking
War-time
QUIZdate.
COMPETITION
with
• Raffle
until then. Those who wish to have a refund now, please contact Alan Brockwell at the email
• WW2toartefacts
displayed
• Story
of war stories
below who will endeavour
forward a refund
in due course.
Thankboards
you.

Book your
tickets now!

Tickets at £22* including Buffet
from: brocker@virginmedia.com
*Under 14: £16.
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Info from Peter e: oldpal7173@aol.com

75 Years Service to Freemasonry
On the 3rd April 1944 Douglas William Burford was
Initiated into West Twyford Coronation Lodge in London.
He was Passed a month later and Raised in May 1945. To
celebrate this major milestone our Provincial Grand
Master, RW.Bro. Ian Chandler paid a visit to the Mid
Surrey Masters Lodge to congratulate RW.Bro. Douglas
and to present him with a Certificate to celebrate his 75
years in Freemasonry.
RW.Bro. Douglas, who was born in 1922, was an
architect by profession. This was recognised by his
appointments in Grand Rank to Assistant Grand
Superintendent of Works in 1978, Deputy Grand Superintendent of Works in 1986, and Grand Superintendent of
Works in 1987. He was promoted to Past Junior Grand
Warden in 1993 in recognition of his contribution to
Grand Lodge. In the Province of Surrey he held the rank
of Provincial Grand Superintendent of Works from 1960
to 1976 and was promoted to Past Provincial Junior
Grand Warden in 1971.
In the Royal Arch, RW.Bro. Douglas had an equally distinguished career receiving promotion to Past Grand Scribe E in
Supreme Grand Chapter and Deputy Grand Superintendent in and over the Royal Arch Province of Surrey. RW.Bro. Douglas
was a member of 11 Craft Lodges and 11 Royal Arch Chapters.
Our Provincial Grand Master asked Douglas about his experiences during the WW2, having been Initiated towards the
end of the war. His stories could have entertained us for hours, but sadly time was running out so RW.Bro. Ian thanked
Douglas for sharing some of his life with us, as well as for his enormous contribution to Freemasonry in general and the
Province of Surrey in particular.
At the end of the presentation RW.Bro. Douglas received a standing ovation from all present. Photo by Chris Eley
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On Saturday 23rd November 2019,
13 members of The Foundation Club
attended The Hogs Back Brewery in
Farnham, to embark on a guided
tour. There were five different beers
to sample and enough for 2 to 3
glasses each – needless to say there
was merriness all round.
If you’re stuck for ideas for a
birthday present, this tour is a
definite must. Melvin, the tour
guide, must have missed his calling
as an actor – as not only was he
informative but also very
entertaining, making sure to let us
know he’s available for talks at
festive boards

W.Bro. Nick Tamila listens while Bro. Szymon
Zaborski finishes his drink

If you would like to book into any of
the above events, or would like to
find about more about The
Foundation Club, please contact
richardsmead@outlook.com

Photos: ©Richard Mead]

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Bro. Richard Mead, Foundation Club
Communications Officer

27th March: Poker Night – Sutton Masonic
Hall, Open to all
25th April: Chelsea Lodge visit with tour of
Army War Museum
23rd May: Alternative Race Night –
Glenmore House
6th June: Members taking part in Provinces
Great Hand Shake – Guildford Rugby Club
3rd July: Demo of the First Degree –
Glenmore House
TBC August: Chairman’s BBQ
5th September: Murder Mystery Evening –
Croydon and District Masonic Centre
TBC October: Foundation Club AGM –
Glenmore House

Huge Accessory Supermarket, Biggest Choice of Tents, Mail Order
Garden Furniture, BBQ’s, Outdoor Clothing,
Rucksacks & Walking Boots, Baggage Trailers and Towing Accessories

TBC November: Ceremony of the Keys –
Tower of London
December: Annual Lodge Visit – Lodge
TBC

GREAT VALUE
MARQUEES
WHY HIRE?
WHEN YOU CAN BUY
Easy to find:
Eastbourne Road (A22), South Godstone, Surrey RH9 8JE
Just 5 mins. off J6 M25 to East Grinstead
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Have you ever stopped and
thought
about
the
ritual
performed in your lodge? If you
have, it has probably been to consider
the message or story contained
within the ceremonies. Perhaps you
have looked at some of the items
around a lodge room and wondered
why they are present and what their
true purpose is. In some cases there is
a very apparent meaning, in others
The
the meaning is less obvious. But have
Number
you thought about why the number 3
is so prevalent in many aspects of the
Three
ritual? Sometimes it is hidden, at
by Dom
other times it is clearly present.
As a starting point, it is first worth
Palmer
looking at some of the occurrences of
the number 3. Most people are aware
of 3 degrees in masonry (or 33 in the
Ancient & Accepted Rite), and when a
lodge is opened it is made clear that
there are 3 principal officers and 3
assistant officers. Knocks on the door
come in groups of 3 and an initiate is entrusted with a sign, token and word (3
things). There are then 3 parts to the Entered Apprentice sign; 3 working tools;
3 great, though emblematical lights; 3 lesser lights; 3 symbolical moral pillars;
3 principles on which the order is founded; 3 original Grand Masters; 3 movable
jewels; 3 immovable jewels; 3 great dangers. On a more subtle level, the words
that are said often come in groups of 3 and the answers to questions frequently
have 3 parts. Within the lodge, the ashlars are suspended on tripods, the apron
has a triangular flap and a Master Mason apron, or Worshipful Master apron,
has 3 additional symbols on it. This list gives just some examples of the
instance of 3 and with further examination there are others which can be
uncovered.
With all these occurrences, it would therefore seem too much of a
coincidence for all of this to have happened merely by chance, but what does it
mean or has the signification been lost over time?
In Albert Pike’s book Morals and Dogma (1871), the number 3 is referred to
as the most majestic number’...because it denotes the triple divine essence’
(p.233). This idea is certainly reflected in many ancient spiritual and initiatory
traditions and is noted in Albert Mackey's book The Lexicon of Freemasonry
(1860). He writes;
“Three was considered among all the Pagan nations as the chief of the
mystical numbers, because, as Aristotle remarks, it contains within itself
a beginning, a middle, and an end. Hence we find it designating some of
the attributes of almost all the gods. The thunder-bold of Jove was threeforked; the sceptre of Neptune was a trident; Cerberus, the dog of Pluto,
was three-headed, there were three Fates and three Furies ….
The Druids paid no less respect to this sacred number. Throughout their
whole system, a reference is constantly made to its influence; and so far did
their veneration for it extend, that even their sacred poetry was composed in
triads.
In all the mysteries, from Egypt to Scandinavia, we find a sacred regard for
the number three. In the rites of Mithras, the Empyrean was said to be
supported by three intelligences, Ormuzd, Mithra, and Mithras. In the rites of
Hindostan [that is, within Hinduism], there was the trinity of Brahma, Vishnu,
and Siva [that is, Shiva]. It was, in short, a general character of the mysteries to
have three principal officers and three grades of initiation." (Mackey, 1860:
p.350).
In addition, Sumeria divided the universe into 3 regions; Babylonia had a
doctrine of a trinity and made use of the equilateral triangle in their symbolism;
Judaism has 3 patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; Ancient Egypt also had
Osiris, Isis and Horus. Furthermore, in recent times, and perhaps more familiar
to us, Christianity has the Holy Trinity made up of the Father, Son and the Holy
Spirit.
So it would appear that the number 3 has been important throughout
history in the mystery schools. But is there any evidence that Freemasonry has
links to these schools? Without going into too much detail, there is plenty of

evidence to suggest that there are many
connections between Freemasonry and
some of these schools. Certainly, there is
plenty of literature suggesting links to
the Knights Templar, but as to how they
came by their knowledge is still a bit of a
mystery. As regards ancient Egypt, there
are plenty of similarities to modern
masonry. One Masonic author writes
about some of these:
"When a candidate becomes a
Freemason, he is presented with a
white apron consisting of a square
overlaid with a triangle. The apex of
the triangular flap represents the
divine spark we must endeavor to
recover. It is the part of us made in the
image of our Creator, and there’s no
better geometric figure to symbolize
this than the triangle. After all,
geometrically a triangle is the very
first shape that can be made by
drawing straight lines. This is why the
number 3 was venerated by the
ancients and still is to this day".
(Schiavello, 2017).
He also goes on to say how a
candidate in ancient Egypt would have
passed through a door shaped like a
Masonic apron; a triangle over a square.
This would have represented a progression from a materialistic existence
(square) into a heavenly existence
(triangle).
From all this evidence it would
certainly appear that the number 3 is
extremely significant in Freemasonry and
the ancient mystery schools. It would
also seem that Freemasonry as we know
it today, not only shares some similarities
with these mystery schools but has
probably been influenced by them over
the years. I would suggest then, that the
number 3 has a great deal more
significance in Freemasonry than might
immediately be apparent, and I would
recommend that anyone who finds this
interesting to do some research and
attempt to find out more about the
significance of...THE NUMBER 3.

3
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NEWS FROM THE
PROVINCIAL GRAND CHARITY STEWARD
W.BRO. STEVE NORRIS
Dear Brethren,
My first 6 months have not only flown past, but the Fundraising and Engagement (F & E)
Team have been very busy.
With 4 Charity Steward Workshops now completed, with over 200 attending an
innovative, educational and enlightening workshops at Nutfield, Guildford, Surbiton and
Croydon.
Don’t panic! I will be holding one or two more induction evenings later in the year for
the new Charity Stewards and to also inform you of the Relief Chest Scheme – ongoing
giving and the benefits.
The Charity Visits Programme is going very well and is so rewarding – remember if your Lodge or Chapter has funds
to give, let us know about this and perhaps visit your charity or combine your giving to give a better impact. Myself along
with the Comms Team would love to know.
The Charity Stewards Gala Dinner in November at Oaklands Park Hotel, Weybridge. We had records numbers of 238
and sold out very quickly. Please put the 28th November 2020 in your diary and come along and hear about the charities
and their heart-warming talks.
Brethren, the BIG Handshake, – this is our Tier 1 project on Saturday 6th June 2020 at Guildford Rugby Club. Please
register and come along to a great event. Break a Guinness World Record. Engage with the whole of the Surrey
Committee. We need our Lodges and Chapters to be represented and to be counted, and shake that hand next to you.
Brethren if you are a BEE Keeper – BEE involved in BEEmasonry. Please email me at ProvGChStwd@surreymason.org.uk.
Please register if you have not done so to Surrey Risings for monthly updates to see what the whole Province in Surrey is
doing.

NEWS FROM THE PROVINCIAL GRAND ALMONER
W.BRO. JOHN COLEMAN

Surrey Masonic Widows Association
By the time you receive this magazine most of the SMWA branches will have held their AGMs
and elected their officers for the ensuing year. I have been very privileged to have attended
all of their AGMs and have always found the members very happy to have joined and
thoroughly enjoying the benefits of their membership. Last year we produced and distributed
updated leaflets in an effort to increase membership even further. If you have not already
obtained a supply of these new leaflets please contact your Group Almoner and, once
received, pass them on to your Lodge Widows as soon as you are able.
Masonic Charitable Foundation
You will be aware that since April 2016 three of the four Central Masonic Charities in
existence at the time were consolidated into the Masonic Charitable Foundation. The transition period brought with it a
number of problems, mainly caused by a change in the application procedure and the launch of a new database (GAMES –
Grant Application Management & Evaluation System). Although both the procedure and new database have now settled
down and working well, during the early part of last year, the MCF had to employ a significant number of new staff which
resulted in a considerable backlog in dealing with applications for support. This caused some concern to a number of our
beneficiaries who relied on the MCF grant to meet their household bills. Fortunately, due to sheer hard work and an
intensive training regime, the new staff are now up to speed, the backlog reduced and I am pleased to say the
applications are being processed in a much shorter timescale.
Visiting Brethren
At a number of Almoner’s Seminars and in my routine Almoners Newsletter I have highlighted the need for more ‘Visiting
Volunteers’ (In Surrey we call them Provincial Welfare Support Officers) to ensure that we maintain a high standard of
welfare support to our members and their families. When the scheme was first introduced several years ago we manage
to recruit sufficient volunteers to adequately cover the whole of Surrey but since then, due to various circumstances, the
number has been reduced to the point that those remaining are having to take on far more cases than they should do.
The function of these volunteers it to take on visits to those applying for support from the MCF, assist in completing an
application form and collect the necessary supporting documentation. They work in close liaison with the MCF with the
PGA maintaining a local management role. If you feel you have the required skills and would like to take on one of these
important roles please contact me as soon as you are able.
Almoner’s Lodge
By now you should all be aware of the existence of the Almoners Lodge hosted by the Pilgrims Way Lodge meeting at the
Nutfield Masonic Centre. The Lodge provides the opportunity to receive presentations on welfare related issues and talk
to other Almoners on their role and work within their respective Lodges or Chapters. I would take the opportunity to
encourage you to consider becoming a member of the Lodge and gain the benefits such membership provides. To join just
contact the Lodge Membership Officer Bob Jenkinson on email: bobjenkinson7873@gmail.com.
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These pages have been kindly sponsored by

The Masonic and Military Order
of the Red Cross of Constantine
The exact date the Order was founded is
unclear, but it appears to have been
worked in some for or other from around
1770 and was formalised in 1865 when
the Grand Imperial Conclave was
constituted in London.
The Order
consists of five degrees namely ‘Knight
of the Red Cross of Constantine’, ‘Knight
of the Holy Sepulchre’, ‘Knight of St.
John the Evangelist’ Consecration as a Venerable Eusebius
and Enthronement as Most Puissant Sovereign.

The Order is founded on the historical facts surrounding The Roman
Emperor Constantine the Great's conversion to Christianity, the
discovery of the Cross of Christ and the
building of the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre in Jerusalem 312 to 326 AD.
The Order is open to subscribing Royal
Arch Companions who profess a belief in
the Holy Trinity. It further extends the
allegory around the discovery of the word
and offers a further insight into the
Robert W Hancock
spiritual teachings of masonry which will
Intendant General for Surrey
appeal to any Royal Arch Companion
wishing to extend his knowledge and
understanding.
The regalia of a Knight Companion of the Red Cross of Constantine consist of a purple sash (supplied by the
conclave) and a breast jewel suspended with a purple ribbon. Knights having taken their Appendant Orders wear a
white sash and an additional breast jewel consisting of a black eagle and Jerusalem Cross suspended from a white ribbon.
For further information please visit the Divisional Website: www.redcrossofconstantine.co.uk

It was a cowboy meeting at James Terry Court

A talk about Freemasonry in the Wild West at the Lodge of Instruction of the
Friends Lodge on Saturday 15th February at James Terry Court was given by
the editor.

Dressed at ‘Blondie’ from the Spaghetti Westerns, W.Bro.
Peter Cartwright illustrated the talk with some examples of
weapons used in the 1800s including a Smith & Wesson
revolver of the type used that shot Wild Bill Hickok in a card
game. Also for inspection was a Colt Deringer, a rifle used in
the American Civil War, a Remington repeater revolver, and a
Bowie Knife. All the guns and the bladed weapon of course
were antiques and kindly loaned by a friend.
Pictured left shows John Banks, Sec. of Friends Lodge with
Peter demanding the fist full of fivers. Immediate left: W.Bro.
Nick Gras AProvGM threatening Peter and lastly (top) the
group LOI photo. Thanks to Nails McMillan for the pics.

16

33 St. James Street, London SW1A 1HD

A Special Day for
South Surrey
First Principals
Chapter

In January 2020 the Installation Convocation of the South
Surrey First Principals Chapter No.8321 was held at the Reigate
and Redhill Masonic Halls, Nutfield. Present was our ME Grand
Superintendent, E.Comp. Ian Chandler, the Deputy Grand
Superintendent, E.Comp. Richard Knox, and the Provincial
Grand Scribe E, E.Comp. Dr Michael Robinson, the MEZ Elect of
the Chapter, along with many honoured guests from Chapters in
amity.
The Chapter was opened by the MEZ, E.Comp. Chris Goring,
PAGDC, who welcomed the ME Grand Superintendent. Then
followed the induction of the Principals for the ensuing year.
E.Comp. Dr Michael Robinson, PAGDC, was inducted as MEZ;
E.Comp. John Milner, PGStB, was inducted into the 2nd
Principal’s Chair, and E.Comp. Steve Surridge, PPGSoj, was
inducted into the 3rd Principal’s Chair.

The ME Grand Superintendent, E.Comp. Ian Chandler, was
delighted to present E.Comp. Michael Mullally, TD, PAGSoj, with
a Certificate to mark and celebrate his 60 years service to the
Holy Royal Arch. Michael, who is 92 years young, has had a most
varied and interesting career in the services and in banking; as
well as a distinguished career in Freemasonry where he holds
Grand Rank in many Masonic Orders.
After the Chapter was closed the ME Grand Superintendent
and the Deputy Grand Superintendent congratulated the three
Principals and wished them a most enjoyable year in office. The
Companions of the South Surrey First Principals Chapter and
their guests then made their way into the dining room and sat
down to a most convivial festive board at the Reigate and
Redhill Masonic Halls.
Article and photographs by Chris Eley.

A Surprise Visit to Welcome Chapter
In February, E.Comp. Chris Eley, PGStB, PAProvGP, paid a
surprise visit to Welcome Chapter No.5055. E.Comp. Chris was
at Sutton on a Craft Official Visit and while the Craft Lodge
was Called Off put on his Royal Arch regalia to go downstairs
to present a Supreme Grand Chapter Certificate to Comp. Dan
Woolloff.
This was a special occasion for Chris as in October he was
invited to share in Dan’s Exaltation Ceremony where his dad,
Bob, was the Principal Sojourner. Chris first met Dan when he
was Advanced into the Weald of Surrey Lodge of Mark Master
Masons in October 2018. Bob was the Senior Deacon for the
Ceremony of Advancement.
Then in December 2018 Chris was invited along to
Welcome Craft Lodge to present Dan with his Grand Lodge
Certificate. In January 2019 Chris was present when Dan was
Elevated into the Royal Ark Mariner Degree in the Weald of
Surrey Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners.
During the Festive Board E.Comp. Chris came into the
dining room to get a photo of Dan with his Certificate along
with dad and E.Comp. Kevin Woodward who assisted in all of
Dan’s Ceremonies. Truly a Masonic family!

Article and photograph by Chris Eley
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So you think you will never
be a full time Carer?

W

ith over 6,000 masons in Surrey I decided it might be useful to
write this article based on what I have learnt over the past 5
years. Most important, it tells a story of what help you can get as a
Carer. Why? Because many carers go under because of mental stress
and it can wear you down to the ground. An early point I must
make is do get Lasting Power of Attorney medical and financial. I
waved the LPA at a Consultant and a Social Services worker but only
after my wife had been deemed not to have mental capacity under
the 2005 Mental Capacity Act. Years ago, I had the notion that
things, like dementia, happen to other families not mine but the fact
is that it creeps up on you and you don’t recognise the start of it.
There are 850,000 dementia sufferers in the UK with 180,000
having vascular dementia – the starvation of oxygen to the brain
where cells die. The remainder have Alzheimer’s, and other forms,
where the nerves stop sending messages to each other. Vascular
deterioration tends go down in steps whereas Alzheimer’s is a
gradual decline. There are drugs for Alzheimer’s but none for
Vascular dementia other than calming drugs. Early diagnosis is key.
Care is a language. It has its own rhythms and subtle nuances.
For years my wife had been getting forgetful and I noticed she was
not seeing road signs and speed limits when driving. It’s not easy to
get your wife or partner to agree to go to the GP, as they want to be
in denial, but after a cruise my wife said “my mind feels empty and
I want to see the GP”. There was a formal assessment by a
Consultant that she did indeed have vascular dementia. I was
devastated and got her tested again.
Now for what you need to do should you find yourself in this
position. Her driving licence must be surrendered as there is a
penalty from the DVLA of £1,000 if you do not. This does not mean
she cannot drive as the DVLA make it clear that, given an awareness
test at a driving centre, the licence may be returned. Next you
should register with your GP as a Carer as this will alert all sorts of
organisations who can help. For example, there is a charity called
Crossroads which called me offering 3 hours free respite during the
week. Then I contacted the local Alzheimer’s representative who
advised me on what to do next – get your personal Social Services
Worker and get a financial assessment ready for when you need it.
On the financial side if your wife is below £24,000 in savings the

Council picks up the costs less a financial contribution from your
other half. You can’t just take money out of her account to get her
below £24,000 as that is known as ‘deprivation of assets’ and is
against the law. Because I had ISAs in my name and savings the
Council could not take the family money from me. Also, if you
remain in your house, provided you are over 60, or have a
‘dependent’ living in the property, they cannot tell you to sell it to
raise funds or make you use it to get a loan to pay for care. The
financial assessment is on your wife, not you so your income, or
savings, is irrelevant. The Council has the duty of picking up costs.
Do apply for Attendance Allowance and when you get it, a reduction
in Council Tax of 25%. You will say to yourself “why do I have to do
everything 24/7?” Well, because you do. So, accept you will be
cook, bottle washer, dresser, bather and financial and event
organiser. What was probably an advantage was that the Social
Services recognised I was the only carer and my sons worked
abroad. As the stress got worse Social Services gave me more help
with carers coming into the house to allow me time off with a small
financial contribution from my wife. When I wanted to go on a
cruise, and did not want her in a care home, I found ‘Country
Cousins’ who are a SAGA Health company who send a live-in carer.
It was £750 per week and to my surprise the Council funded 80%
of the cost based on what they would pay a care home for respite.
You are entitled to six weeks respite per year. I did contact the
Masonic Charity Fund, but the financial assessment is on both
incomes and the threshold is low – you almost have to be on benefits!
My worst experience was when my wife became manic and
paranoiac calling the Police five times over an Easter break. This
can happen to a Vascular person. She was then Sectioned under
Section 2 of the Mental Health Act and spent weeks in a mental
hospital. With drugs I was eventually able to take her home – so all
is not lost if you experience unusual behaviour. There are calming
drugs and I was proud to have looked after her for another 18
months before she was deemed unsafe in the house. You must be
aware of personal stress levels. I lost weight and friends told me
when I was stressed and likely to go under and that’s when Social
Services rescue you with a changed plan. My wife is now in full time
nursing care 24/7 part funded for full time nursing by the NHS.
I hope it does not happen to you, as it will be the hardest job
you have encountered, but I hope you find the advice and story
useful if you find yourself as a Carer.
Jim Barnes
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A Lewis Initiated in
St. Catherine’s Priory Lodge

On Wednesday, 6th November 2019, Freddie Finn was
Initiated into Freemasonry at St. Catherine’s Priory Lodge
No.7960.
Freddie, was Initiated as a Lewis, as being 19 years
old, and is one of the youngest Freemasons in Surrey.
The evening was a very proud moment for his father,
Stephen Perry, (who is a 5th generation Mason) as he took
the role of JD and lead his son around the Lodge.
In the picture are (from Left to Right): W.Bro. Peter
Taylor (SW), W.Bro. Bernie Drezco (WM), Bro. Freddie Finn,
Bro. Stephen Perry, and W.Bro. Guan Hwang (representing
The RW Provincial Grand Master).

What happens to
your old regalia when
it becomes redundant?

The Province have a scheme where it
can be recycled and purchased.
It doesn’t matter as to its condition,
any Order, any rank – there’s
always someone, somewhere
that needs regalia.
Simply contact Edwin at
Edwin.Hernicht@surreymason.org
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“Every boy’s
dream”
by The Editor

A

s a young boy, my dream was
to ride on the footplate of a
steam locomotive, but the nearest
I ever got as I entered into
adulthood, was to own a model
railway engine part of my Hornby
Dublo Flying Scotsman set.
Some 60 years later, I’m still
dreaming of pulling that whistle as
the engine passes over a railway
crossing or about to go into a
tunnel. Fortunately, a few years ago,
a Mr. Roy Watts, MBE, became a
member of Old Palace Lodge. Roy
was, and still is, an enthusiastic
steam buff and Vice-President of the
Bluebell Railway. In fact, Roy’s MBE
was awarded to him for his great
work over the years for Services to
Railway Preservation. He attended
at Windsor Castle to collect his
award from HM The Queen.
Just over a few weeks ago, Roy
gave an illustrated talk about his
love of the Bluebell Railway and
steam locomotives to the Croydon
Millenary Chapter of which we are
both Companions. Roy went on to
explain on how he first became
interested in steam engines. His late
mother said he was an absolute pain
and he would never keep still, but
one day she took him to the local

Sainsbury’s in Wallington which
meant passing the local station
where there were two steam engines.
It was the only time he kept quiet
for about 30 minutes as he just kept
watching the locomotives. Most
people, he said, think train
enthusiasts are spotty, wear anoraks
and dribble while taking down train
numbers at Clapham Junction
station. It is true they are, but he
said he grew out of it.
When steam finished in the
Southern Region on 9th July, 1967
he couldn’t get his “weekly fix of
steam”, so when he was at school in
Morden, close to Wimbledon where
all the West of England expresses
went through, he saw an
advertisement in a railway
journal about heritage railways.
The Bluebell Railway was the
very first in the UK to carry
passengers. In 1955 it was a
different matter. The line from
East Grinstead to Lewes was
suffering a post-war run-down.
It was losing money and freight.
The line had been used to carry
troops to the south coast and
was basically worn out.
There are four stations on
the line, one was called
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Kingscote. This station held the
record for being the lowest earning
station in the region grossing just
14s.6d per annum. So the line was
put up for closure, and this was well
before Dr. Beeching’s rail cuts after
the Reshaping Britain’s Railways
report in 1963. During this time
ASLEF (Footplateman’s union)
called a national strike which led to
a massive disruption on the
railways. This ultimately lead to line
closures, because after the strike
passengers and freight found
alternative means of transport and
deserted the railways for good.
A certain lady named Madge
Bessemmer (a member of the family
that designed the Bessemmer Steel

Converter) who lived near a station
which was to close, found that a law
of 1882 stated that it was illegal to
close the railway. She then took the
railways to court and won. British
Railways (BR) was then ordered to
reopen the line which by this time
was overgrown and sleepers and rail
had been removed. It cost BR a
fortune to replace and renew the
line. However, BR was now aware of
the procedures to properly close the
line. One of their artful ways was to
make the timetable absolutely
pathetic for users by arranging for
London bound trains to miss
connections. In one instance they
made the train stop at a station for
40 minutes which certainly
infurriated passengers. BR through
its mischief, and by default made
the line redundant, so the line
closed.
By this time there had been a lot
of interest from people about the
Bluebell Line. It was so called,
obviously, by the abundance of
English Bluebells along the tracks.
Similar lines were given nicknames
like the Primrose Line and the
Cuckoo Line. When the line closed
in 1959, four students from Brighton
University formed a committee with
the idea of saving the line as a
Heritage Line. They called
themselves the Bluebell Railway
Preservation Society (BRPS) and put

themselves to work fundraising.
They managed to rent the
Sheffield Park station for 47/- a
year and then began tyding up
the line for its opening.
The first train ran on 7th
August, 1960 which consisted of
two engines and two carriages
for the 5 mile journey from
Sheffield Park to Horsted
Keynes.
The new heritage line has
been a great success with the
public, and widely acclaimed.
As the years passed, the
society added more
locomotives – 30 in all, with 60
carriages and 70 waggons. The
earliest carriage dates from 1849 in
the Victorian period, right up to the
end of the steam railways.
Roy went on to say that the
Bluebell line could never have
happened if it had not been for the
help of many volunteers right from
its conception in 1959 to today.
Although the line carries farepaying passengers it is heavily
reliant upon other forms of income,
such as dining train, souvenirs and
subscriptions from the 10,200 strong
Society.
The railway has around 700 –
800 volunteers, who of course are
not working all at the same time.
There are a variety of tasks from
running trains, to repairing them,
cleaning, to serving dinner including
curry, and fish & chip specials, even
to film work. Amongst a host of
films where old steam engines,
stations and stock were used are The
Railway Children, the scene at the
station in Downton Abbey, Disney’s
Muppets Goes West, and others.
There is also a vast range of work
from the media, including
magazines and news articles, and
Roy has met the late Richard
Attenborough, Daniel Ratcliffe,
Emma Watson, Jenny Aggutter,
Roger Daltry and other
famous people.
As Vice-Chairman,
Roy’s aim is to raise
funds for the railway
and make sure it runs
efficiently. He often
leads as supporters
encourage people to
donate or become
society members.
Another of Roy’s
interests is vintage
buses. Yes, Roy has
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Part of the leaflet

two buses dating
from 1953.
I asked Roy if members of our
Lodge could arrange a trip on one of
his steam engines – with perhaps a
fish & chip lunch or a curry. He said
he could pick us up from Croydon
Masonic Hall in one of his buses and
take us to East Grinstead Station
where the railway trip begins.
Trips start from £25pp up to £150.
There is a very informative
folded colour leaflet detailing all the
places of interest including the
Bluebell Railway’s own museum,
and a map of all the stations.
As this year is the railway’s 60th
anniversary, let’s give them and Roy
a congratulatory handshake.
Perhaps, I just might,
if I’m lucky, get to
pull that whistle
whilst standing on
the footplate if I
speak nicely to my fellow Lodge
member, Roy. I know it will be a
hoot of a time.
Details about the Bluebell
Railway are available at:
www.bluebell-railway.com
Editor

Bro.Roy Watts MBE

So, you do have cancer
ANGUS CAMERON, MA MBA CMgr FCMI

Words that will live with me for a very long time. But that
was just one step on my journey. What I want to tell you
about is how I survived cancer, and, more to the point,
how you can too.
It started in April 2019, with the number of nightly
trips to the loo starting to creep up. This is a common
early sign of prostate cancer; which I recognised from
literature I had seen. After it had gone on a couple of
weeks, and was averaging five per night, I went to the
doctors. The first test will always be for bladder infection.
There are two reasons for this: (1) it is much more
common; and (2) a PSA test (the test for prostate cancer)
can give false positives; causing undue concern and
distress. My infection test was negative; but with the
nightly trips continuing and my fatigue levels rising, I
returned to the doctor, and was given a PSA test. The test is
for Prostate-Specific Antigen, a protein produced by the
prostate. PSA levels do change with age, as the prostate
can enlarge naturally over time. The important thing is that
if you know that you will going for a PSA test, that you do
not exercise or increase your heart rate unduly in the
preceding 48 hours, as this may trigger the false positive.
My PSA test was positive; and was followed by another
positive one a week or so later.
This put me into a fast track NHS system in Surrey; and
I had an MRI scan (clearly showing a black area), followed
by biopsies; and then those words: “you do have cancer”.
The cancer I was diagnosed with was very aggressive, but a
PET test showed it had not yet spread (Metastasised). At
this point options were discussed, including chemo,
radiotherapy and a prostatectomy. The latter was selected
in my case, and a date 6 weeks later set for the Operation
at The Royal Marsden Hospital. For most people this should
be 10 weeks after a biopsy to allow the area to settle; but
mine was brought forward due to the highly aggressive
nature of my cancer. The operation itself was easy enough,
(being asleep) but, I was off work for three weeks. After that
I have had two more PSA tests, one after 6 weeks, and one
another three months later. These were to see if the cancer
had spread between the PET test and the operation; or
indeed any had been missed in the op’. After my test in
mid-January, I was confirmed as officially cancer free.
It could, however, have been very different. If I had not
known and spotted the signs as early as I did, I may not
have been here now to type this; and certainly wouldn’t
have lasted the year. Prostate cancer is the most common
cancer in men in the UK, with deaths at a record high of
12,000 a year, despite the chances of surviving when
diagnosed being higher than ever before. You are in the
high risk category. This is why you must know your signs:

Bladder:
n a weak flow when you urinate
n a feeling that your bladder hasn’t emptied properly
n dribbling urine after you finish urinating
n needing to urinate more often than usual, especially at
night
n a sudden need to urinate – you may sometimes leak
urine before you get to the toilet.
As Masons we are all taught to recognise signs; and
you must learn to recognise these ones; and you must act
on the signs when you see them. Do not be embarrassed;
do not be too scared of the result to act; inaction can
literally kill you; go to your doctor … and if you have the
chance of attending an organised PSA test, then take it!
Something else that we are taught as Masons is to care
for others. One constant throughout my journey has been
the continuous kindness, understanding and love that I
have received from my brethren. Every brother that has
known about my condition has comforted me, supported
me, and regularly enquired after my welfare, and my
progress. My Masonic duties have been covered by others
without hesitation; and I have even had offers to take me
into London to the hospital, or to go with me to get results.
I am proud to be a member of such a loving and kind
fraternity, and I thank every one of you.
At your Initiation, you were Charged to prove your
obedience by . . . obeying all signs and summonses. So,
knowing the signs of prostate cancer, and obeying those
signs, may save your life!

Knowing the signs of prostate cancer,
and obeying those signs, may save your life !
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WITH A LITTLE HELP
FROM THEIR FRIENDS
In December the members of Lovekyn Chantry Lodge No 6807 were
pleased to welcome the Worshipful Master and Brethren from St
Vedast Lodge No 4033 to their unique venue. Built in 1309 the
Lovekyn Chantry Chapel in Kingston upon Thames is one of the
oldest buildings in which Masonic meetings are held.
The Lodge was opened by the Worshipful Master, W.Bro. David Ford,
PPGStB, who welcomed all the guests and visitors, including W.Bro.
Bill Caughie, PGSD, Assistant Provincial Grand Master, and W.Bro.
Bryn Thomas, PPGSuptWks, the Lodge’s Official Visitor.
The main item on the agenda was to Raise Bro. Aydin Keskin of
St Vedast Lodge. The Worshipful Master entrusted Bro. Aydin who
retired to be prepared. After the Lodge was opened in the Third
Degree the Worshipful Master invited W.Bro. Chris Eley, PPGReg,
Provincial Grand Orator, to conduct the Ceremony of Raising.
This was done in a special and unique manner by W.Bro. Chris.
W.Bro. Stuart Dixon of St Vedast Lodge presented the Working Tools
and W.Bro. Bill Caughie gave the Scottish Charge, both in a
excellent manner.
After the Worshipful Master had resumed the Chair he thanked
W.Bros. Bill, Stuart and Chris for such an excellent Ceremony, one
Bro. Aydin will never forget. After the Lodge was closed the
Brethren of St Vedast Lodge got together with Bro. Aydin for a group
photo.
After everyone had assisted in putting the Lodge furniture away
in its ‘Safe Repository’ the Brethren of Lovekyn Chantry and St
Vedast Lodges and their guests crossed the road to the Kingston
Grammar School where they enjoyed a most convivial meal in the
School Dining Room. Article and photograph by Chris Eley

Noel Surrey Motorcyclist Lodge

Noel Surrey Motorcyclist Lodge met in October with their two
Honorary Members assisting, VW.Bro. Richard Wileman, Deputy
Provincial Grand Master, and W.Bro. Chris Eley, Provincial Grand
Orator.
Unfortunately the Worshipful Master, W.Bro. Chris Wheeler.
was unable to attend at short notice and as he was bringing the
candidate for the Passing, that ceremony had to be abandoned.
We quickly had to find a Master for the meeting. W.Bro. Chris
jumped at the chance and also presented a talk on “Why Bother
with the Ritual’ which lasted 15 minutes but prompted a
discussion afterwards that lasted 20 minutes. W.Bro. Steve
Rowlands then presented a bit of spoof ritual “the opening of a
lodge according to East End workings”.
After these presentations VW.Bro. Richard received on behalf
of the Province a cheque which gained Noel Surrey Motorcyclist
Lodge the bronze award for the Surrey Festival. As W.Bro. Chris
couldn’t dine VW.Bro. Richard Wileman then acted as Master for
the Festive Board.
If you want to join a Motorcyclist Lodge who have fun whilst
enjoying their ritual please contact W.Bro. Steve Rowlands on
steve@vilcol.com. Likewise we are a feeder into The Widow Sons
and are looking to start a Surrey Chapter. Again contact Steve if
you are interested. Article by Steve Rowlands and photo by
Chris Eley.

AN OFFICIAL VISIT TO RUTLISH LODGE
In December Rutlish Lodge No 4416 were please to receive their Official
Visitor, W.Bro. Chris Eley, PPGReg, ProvGOrator.
The Lodge was opened by the Worshipful Master, W.Bro. Tony
Oaklands, who welcomed all the guests and visitors. The main item on the
agenda was to Pass Bro. Stephan Leclair. The Ceremony of Passing was
conducted by the Worshipful Master assisted by his Officers. The two
Deacons, Bros. Paul Verlander and James King, new Master Masons did an
excellent job looking after the Candidate. As did Bro. Mario Lopez who
presented the Working Tools in a faultless manner. This was made all the
more impressive considering Mario is a Fellowcraft Freemason himself. This has earned him
the title of Super Mario. The lecture on the Tracing Board was given by the Lodge Director
of Ceremonies, W.Bro. Roy Miles in an excellent manner.
The Worshipful Master invited W.Bro. Chris to present a Grand Lodge Certificate to Bro.
Matthew Wood which was done in his own special way. It was a pleasure for W.Bro. Chris to
present Bro. Matthew with his Certificate as he had previously assisted in his Exaltation into
Rutlish Chapter.
After the Lodge was closed the Brethren of Rutlish Lodge and their guests sat down to
a most convivial meal at the Sutton Masonic Centre.
Article and photographs by Chris Eley.
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ROYAL ALBERT EDWARD LODGE
DONATE TO REIGATE AND
BANSTEAD WOMEN’S AID

The Charity Steward of Royal Albert Edward Lodge No.1362, Shaun Boon, along
with the IPM W.Bro. Kevin Stone and his wife Elisabeth, attended Reigate and
Banstead Women’s Aid on Thursday 13th February to present a cheque for
£600 from Lodge members to the charity.
The local charity houses families who have had to leave home as a last
resort to escape domestic violence, usually without any personal belongings.
The home gives the families a safe haven and works to rehabilitate them as
they attempt to rebuild their lives. As a result the location has to be secret and
secure at all times. The donation will go towards renewing outdoor
areas which house the numerous buggies at the home. The brethren
were shown around the premises by the CEO Charlotte Kneer and
met some of the Mums and infants currently resident. Although the
Charity receives some Local Authority funding, most of their income
arises from charitable donations. The Lodge intends to build on the
relationship with the charity with continued donations.

BAGSHOT LODGE HONOURED BY VISIT OF
W.BRO. PAUL CROCKET, AProvGM
TO PRESENT TWO 50TH YEAR CERTIFICATES

W.BRO. PAUL EGGINTON, PPSGD (top)
W.BRO. GORDON RICHARDSON, PPJGW (below)
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The Provincial Family Carol Service
The 2019 Annual Provincial Carol Service was once again held this year at All Saints
Church, Woodham, Woking.
The village of Woodham, adjacent to New Haw and Addlestone, has a long history, being
mentioned in the Charter of Chertsey Abbey in 933, as having been part of the lands given to
the Abbey by the Saxon Prince Frithwald. The church, however, is relatively modern and about
three miles away from the original hamlet, on the edge of Horsell Common.
It was built in 1894 when the then squire, Mr. Stevens, was dissatisfied
with the churches in Woking, wanting something more anglocatholic. There is nothing known to have been there
previously except the common.
The service was led by the Vicar, Reverend Iain Forbes.
Many Companions, their families and friends had a most
enjoyable time singing traditional carols and listening to
the Provincial Choir under the direction of Robert Soper.
The readings were delivered by W.Bro. Andrew Fletcher;
Mrs Claire Crocket; W.Bro. Michael Robinson; Lucy Reeve of
the Provincial Choir; VW.Bro. Richard Wileman, Deputy
Provincial Grand Master; Ex. Comp. Richard Knox, Deputy
Grand Superintendent; RW.Bro. Ian Chandler, Provincial
Grand Master; W.Bro. Rod Culbertson, Provincial Grand
Chaplain; and Reverend Iain Forbes.
The Reverend Iain Forbes then gave his Christmas Address
which talked about the difference each one of us can make in
the lives of others.
Afterwards the Companions and their families enjoyed
mince pies, cake, tea and coffee in the church hall with the Vicar
and his team.
Article and photos by Chris Eley

25

Chingestune Lodge Supports Two Local Charities
In January, Chingestune Lodge No.5542 made donations to
two charities chosen from the Masters List of W.Bro. Steve
Clark.
£2,000 was donated to React in Richmond. React help
children with life-shortening illnesses. They work to give
children comfort, dignity and where possible, greater
independence. They supply a wide range of equipment from
specialist wheelchairs, beds, baths and mobility aids, to
essential everyday homecare items like pushchairs and
domestic appliances. For more information visit their
website https://reactcharity.org/
Pictured is Vicky Andreas on behalf of React.

Pictured is Lisa Brown on behalf of Sutton Night Watch.

Sutton Night Watch received a £500 donation. Sutton
Night Watch is a registered charity which was set up to
support and raise awareness for homeless people within
the London Borough of Sutton and surrounding areas. A
group of volunteers give up their time to run the
kitchen and food / clothes bank. For more information
visit their website https://suttonnightwatch.com/
W.Bro. Steve Clark and wife Suzanne, together with
the Lodge Charity Steward, Bro. Dave Creamer, presented
the cheques.
The Lodge will continue to support both Charities,
by attending a Fundraiser for REACT in September and
helping with the move of Sutton Night Watch to their
new premises in Wallington.

Purley Lodge Charity Steward, Dean Stewart talked to “Lives Not Knives”
I was very intrigued about the charity, “Lives Not Knives” which is
based in central Croydon.
On Thursday 21st November 2019, I arranged with the
Charity’s Founder to make a visit. Having read information from
their website beforehand, I knew this was a sensitive subject.
I was welcomed by Eliza and Karen, who I might add have the
most amazing smiles.
Everyone who works at LNK has, in some way, been affected
by knife crime. Sadly, even to the point where they know someone
who has been murdered.
There was no shortage of discussion. I’d only planned to be
there for a short while, but I was in awe of the work they do and
stayed later than I had planned to listen.
LNK is a support charity for kids and families affected by knife
crime. It’s like a walk-in centre that anyone one can go to for
advice, counselling, comfort, support and referrals to other outside
organizations.
They are very proactive – often giving talks in schools reaching
There will be a LNK presentation at the next meeting of
out to a young audience on the dangers of getting involved in
East
Surrey Masters on 29th May
such activities. They also do roadshows and attend local fetes and
events to spread the word about the charity and their work.
During our discussion I was able to drill a bit deeper into their work. Any misconception that this is just gang-related would be
wrong. We talked about how kids get groomed into this culture and how people are affected. They find that it is not just one
stereotype that gets involved in knives but a wider community from 11 to 60 from all types of backgrounds. Admittedly, those from
deprived areas who feel they have no social aspirations, or a way out can get caught up in that lifestyle.
That one hour was invaluable to me. I can see why the Province wants us to engage with our chosen charities. For me, it was one
of the most rewarding things I have ever done during my Masonic career. I would urge every lodge to do the same.
I came away from LNK in total admiration of the work they do. If any lodge in Croydon is looking for a local charity to support, I
would urge them to consider this one.
Between us and them, I truly believe we could make a difference. Even if they only got through to a few kids, that is a life saved.
You can visit their website at https://livesnotknives.org for more information or to make a donation.
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The Editor and W.Bro. Bill Stern
attend KLA meeting
I attended an enjoyable meeting at Oakley House, Bromley on Saturday 8th February at the invitation of W.Bro. Bill Stern.
The meeting was to commemorate 125 years of North Kent Lodge No.2499 (Province of West Kent) coupled with the
Spring meeting of the Kindred Lodges Association. There were 180 in attendance, many of whom were senior scouts from
across the country who belong to
the KLA. W.Bro. Bill is the County
President of the Greater London
(South) Scouts having served for
over 70 years.
The Kindred Lodges Association
is formed of Masonic Lodges who
have a strong connection with the
Scouting movement.
I was delighted to have met the
Provincial Grand Master of West
Kent, RW.Bro. Mark Estaugh – a
delightful and charming Mason who
asked me to deliver greetings from
the West Kent Province to Surrey
Brethren. The Province was
presented with a cheque for
£300,000 to kickstart their 2026
Festival.
Pictures show: RW.Bro. Mark
Estaugh and W.Bro. Bill Stern. and
the KLA list of Lodges. Editor.
Pics: Editor
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Featuring news from Mark Masonry
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CHELSEA ENTERTAINS GUILDFORD
W.B R O. M A RTY N K I Y, the current
Worshipful Master of the Guildford
Lodge No.5443, arranged a White Table
meeting at the Guildford Centre on the
9th October 2019, whereby the Chelsea
Lodge of Entertainment Road Show
were invited to attend. Despite some
unexpected local serious traffic issues
during the late afternoon, everyone
managed to get to the Centre in good
time and it was a very successful
evening with a total of 99 guests. There
was a brief formal meeting, followed by
a splendid Festive Board and some
excellent entertainment in the evening
after the meal, including magic,
comedians, and some superb vocals, all
put on by the guys from the Chelsea
Lodge. In total the raffle proceeds raised
the brilliant sum of £950. The Chelsea
Lodge took £700 from the main raffle
for their nominated charities for the
evening, namely the Sick Children’s
Fund and the Versus Arthritic Society. The remaining £250 was raised via a smaller separate raffle. The Lodge was very
generously given a high specification office chair from a local Godalming company, Dragonfly Office Interiors, and it was
requested that the proceeds from this raffle were donated via Guildford Lodge direct to Challengers in Guildford. The
photograph shows the Worshipful Master presenting the cheque to Challengers, CE Laura Sercombe on the left and Emily
Blackley in the centre.

Letters to the Editor
Sir, I was privileged to attend my first Quarterly Meeting as a Master Mason at Great Queen Street in September, 2019. The
RW. Provincial Grand Master, Ian Chandler and Bro. Andrew Philpot were mentioned by name by the Pro Grand Master, Peter
Lowndes in Open Lodge and asked to stand to receive the applause from the Brethren attending. The applaused was in
recognition to the fundraising achhieved during the Surrey 2019 RMBI Festival. I was told later that this acknowledgement
is rarely given.
After the meeting, Surrey Brethren went to the Union Jack Club at Waterloo to join the Grand Officers’ Mess. This was
very organised by W.Bro. Bruce Perry, BEM, and I am sure others too. We enjoyed a meal seated with Grand Officers,
Provincial Officers and Distinguished Brethren from the Province of Surrey. As one of the Master Masons attending it was
a wonderful chance for us to talk and discuss with them.
When the meal had finished, Bro. Andrew Philpot and myself were called to be presented with the President’s Award
from the Provincial Grand Master. When Brethren were told of our achievements we received a standing ovation.

I wanted to say a few words, but emotion got the better of me, so I take this opportunity to say them now:

Thank you all for your congratulations. This award
is not for myself, but for my wife too and the many
other Masons and their families. She has supported
me for over 4 years, but also took part in the zipwire
trial in Wales. Last year was not a good year for us
both but we were well supported by Willow Lodge,
the Provincial Executive, and other Masons.
This award is for you too, the
many Masons who have contributed to the amazing amount
raised. As the Pro Grand Master
said, “Masonry is not I, but WE”,
and therefore this award which
has been presented to me, is
accepted on behalf of you all.
Thank you and Bless you.
Phil Warnes
Willow Lodge No.6051
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